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Professor
Journalist-turned-activist compelled to honor victims of violence speaks on
writing process
bV Jeannine Abusharllh

Jimmie Briggs speaks about global conflicts
Assistant News Editor

bV Michael Bruer

Tuesday evening in the Soda
Center, Saint Mary's College
welcomed journalist and activist
Jimmie Briggs to speak about the
effects of violence in our world
today. Briggs has freelanced for
many major publications including Time, People, and The New
York Times, but after many years
of reporting he walked away from
journalism. Briggs was drained
by the situations in conflicted
countries but still wanted to honor
and protect the people who told
their stories - so, he created an
international campaign to end
violence. In an interview with
The Collegian, he said, "I started
to recognize that [in] so many
places where I was going, the lives
of women were jeopardized. Even
when I was working with child
soldiers, girl soldiers were being
used for sex, taken for wives,
gang raped and their voices were
not represented in the media. I
felt compelled, and there was a
personal motivation and hearing these stories over and over
again transformed me into being
an advocate." The launch of his
"ManUp" campaign occurred
during the FIFA World Cup. He
also is the author of INNOCENTS

Editor-in-Chief

Last Thursday in the Founders Dining Room, Professor
Marilyn Abildskov spoke about
the writing process of her novel
in progress, "A Short History of
Animals in America." A small
crowd of predominately staff
and faculty members gathered
to listen to Abildskov discuss
her method, as well as to hear
an excerpt of her book. As the
Director of the MFA (Masters in
Fine Arts) Program in Creative
Writing, Abildskov has had
plenty of practice with writing
both fiction and nonfiction. Prior to joining the faculty at Saint
Mary's College, she received
her Bachelor's Degree from the
University of Utah before enrolling in the MFA program at the
University of Iowa.
Before reading from her
Max Crowell/COLLEGIAN
work, Abildskov described and
said, "the story that changed my but was able to finish the interview
In order to share his message stressed the importance of tranpath was actually three years ago and tell her story. After meeting with people, Briggs travels fre- sitioning from feeling to form.
when I was in the Eastern Congo her I felt like I hit the wall. I had quently, but feels stress when She expressed that her workwriting an article for Essence Maga- been burnt out for some time but leaving his young daughter. Briggs in-progress represented "both
zine and I was shooting a television after that encounter I just said told the audience that his daughter a challenge and a consolation,"
piece for ABC Nightline in [the] fall to myself, Tm done, I've heard asked him a challenging question and that it contained elements
[of] 2007 [about] the mental health the stories I needed to hear and I before he left for the Congo: "Why of her sister, her parents, and the
care available to rape survivors. I need to do something other than do you leave me?" He wrote a let- experience of growing up in Salt
LOST: When Child Soldiers Go to met a woman who had been gang journalism.' Her story, hearing ter to his daughter in response to Lake City, Utah. She explained
raped by two different militias, her her story, seeing her and seeing her question saying that every time that having emotion drive one
War.
Before speaking, Briggs showed father had been killed, her three the aftermath I felt compelled to he goes on a plane, he is scared, to write is not enough, and that
photographs of violence, child sol- kids had been killed in front of act." Women are often marginal- but told her that he goes to these it usually only amounts to a
diers, and people living with injus- her and I just remember meeting ized and ignored and "achieving places because people's experienc- small percentage of one's piece
tice. The violence against women her and hearing her story, feeling gender equality is impossible un- es must be honored and passed on. of work. After reading from the
is one cause that Briggs brought so uncomfortable and ashamed less we change the lives of men," Many stories still haunt Briggs, novel, Abildskov mentioned her
attention to in his speech. He [when] compelling her to relive because, "the attitudes of men and social issues that he faces January Term class, Modern
mentioned that the lives of women the worst day of her life. I was are an impediment to progress"
Romance: Sex, Love and the
see SPEAKER, p2
are not always the priority. Briggs very shaken over that experience Briggs said.
Random Cheating Plot. She
pointed out that writers utilize
adultery in creative and varying
ways in their writing, using it as
breaking an expected commitBalloons, face painting, crafts, games, prizes available for children from four Bay Area schools ment and on characters that are
unlikely to be banished.
child was provided with a back- were present at
bv Angela Sterling
the
event,
alProfessor Kathryn Ma, of
pack
and
a
book
according
to
Contributing Writer
the Composition Program, protheir grade level. Then, the pairs lowing students
vided insight on the element of
Children from different were free to roam the carnival. to tour their vea language barrier in writing ,
schools around the Bay Area ar- Snacks were provided in Dryden hicles and ask
questions about
explaining how it can be "both
rived at Saint Mary's College on Hall for the children.
a challenge and a barrier." In
Saint Mary's students from their careers.
Friday afternoon to attend Carspeaking about writing in gennival 4 Kids, an event hosted by many campus organizations and The children deeral, Abildskov quoted AmeriCILSA and the Mission & Min- sports teams contributed to the parted the Saint
Mary's
campus
can poet and novelist George
event
by
creating
booths
with
istry Center in order to promote
Garrett: "Althoughcraftmustbe
literacy and higher education different carnival-themed activi- with balloon
as closed as a clenched fist, art
for elementary school children. ties, from arts and crafts to bean- animals, face
is like an open palm." Professor
This year's theme was "Oh! The bag toss. There were also reptiles paintings, backAbildskov concluded the gatherin the Delphine Lounge, such as packs, books,
Things You Can Think!"
ing by describing the importance
Saint Mary's students served snakes, lizards, frogs, and turtles crafts, and prizof seeing one's own writing with
as "big buddies" for the children, for the kids to interact with. es. The event
objectivity and an independence
which required Saint Mary's stu- A live DJ played music which had a large turnthat you don't see initially - that
dents to be paired up with a child many children used as an oppor- out of children,
writers must step back from their
(or two) and take them around tunity to dance and play limbo. attending from
work to experience an equally
the carnival to participate in the In addition, the Moraga Fire De- four different...._._,_=---"'"'"""'=---'----""'"'"""'Thomas Vo/COLLEGIAN important perspective.
activities. Upon arrival, each partment and Police Department schools.

Carnival 4 Kids offers variety of activities for elementary students
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Precisely one day after April
Fool's Day, Southwest Airlines
passengers on a 737-300 Boeing Jet en route from Phoenix
to Sacramento experienced a
mishap when a hole was ripped
through the fuselage that lowered
the cabin pressure and forced the
aircraft to drop below 10,000 feet
before landing at a military base
in Yuma, Arizona. On Saturday,
April 2, 117 passengers on board
the flight were left unscathed following the incident, although one
passenger and one flight attendant
did momentarily lose consciousness onboard.

In what is being hailed as a proactive, wise decision, Southwest
grounded 620 flights and delayed
2, 700 others following the incident. According to the Wall Street
Journal in an article published on
April 8, former member of the
National Transportation Safety
Board Robert Francis praised the
company, "I give Southwest's leadership credit for not waiting until
someone was pounding on them."
Francis' remark is in regards to
Southwest acting to maintain
the safety of their passengers as
quickly as possible, rather than
wait for federally mandated orders.
One of the most interesting
elements of this series of events is
those people who now feel more
substantiated in their fear of flying.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
the number of fatal automobile accidents, though declining,
has remained above 30,000 for
nearly two decades. Conversely,
Southwest Airlines has only one
reported fatality in over 40 years
of existence. The fear of flying that
has resulted from the breaking of
this event is much more perplexing
when you consider that in 2007,

44 people were killed in airplanerelated incidents compared to the
44,000 killed in automobile-related
incidents. While the importance
of safety regulations for aircraft
and other modes of transportation should not be undervalued or
disregarded in any way, I encourage those with a fear of flying to
consider these statistics and realize
their meaning. The media being
the way it is these days, a rare occurrence such as this can be blown
exceedingly out of proportion, and
can distract us from the dangers
that await us in our routine commutes around town.
IBtimately, the need for sound
safety regulations and inspections
on our aircraft cannot be stressed
enough, but we must also realize
that there are much more dangerous ways to travel. Let us not forget
the importance of stringent educational measures for new drivers,
and encourage drivers to proceed
with caution on the road. If we can
use this incident as a reminder of
all the seemingly distant dangerous
practices we incur on a daily basis,
then we can be sure that the crucial lesson concerning our overall
safety is well learned.

SPEAKER: Briggs' ManUp campaign rallies
people to take leadership on social issues
continued from page 1
make him frustrated and angry.
However, he still wants to make
the world a better place. Briggs
says that "long term commitment
and faith of this generation" is
needed to bring an end to violence
and through his campaign and
activism he hopes that "men stand
up with the women they love" to
bring change. When interviewed
he also said, "I think empowering
local leadership [is important].
You want people living in these
communities to have the capacity to respond and address these
issues on their own. There has to
be global authority and mentorship to take responsibility and take
leadership in the conflict."
During a question and answer
session with the audience, Briggs

was asked what he was working
on now. He responded, "I look
ahead with uncertainty," but
he still travels around the U.S. ,
working with the UN. and an
organization in Haiti. He was
also asked, "How can the world
break down gender roles?" and he
responded, "By breaking down
language," and by being aware of
the media you consume. During
the interview Briggs said, "We
are all born with [the] inherent
power to change our lives and the
lives of those around us. Whether
or not we choose to exercise that
is up to us, and that's regardless
of race, ethnicity, or apparent
situation. We all have the power
to change the world around
us. Too many Americans take

that for granted and think that
things are supposed to happen
to us rather than making things
happen ." Briggs' campaign
is meant to open people up to
absorbing and passing on experiences. He says, "I knew this was
a population that was waiting
to be mobilized, and I think by
taking young people and giving
them the respect they deserve and
presenting them the option for
change, they will respond if you
pitch it the right way." His role is
"to be a guide and nurture people
to assume leadership." As young
people, Briggs suggests that Saint
Mary's students "create a safe
space to talk about issues" and
get involved with the Women's
Resource Center.

Crime Beat
04/01/11
6:32 p.m.
Incident: Property damage.
Synopsis: Baseball sized dent on
hood of car in baseball parking
lot; referred to Athletics and Loss
Prevention.
04/01/11
10:48 p.m.
Incident: Unauthorized use.
Synopsis: Students entered Madigan pool area after hours; referred
to Community Life.
04/02/11
12:16 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Possession of paraphernalia in Guerrieri West; referred
to Community Life.
04/03/11
1:24 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation.
Synopsis: Noise violation after
receiving two warnings in Thille
Hall; referred to Community Life.

04/03/11
2:45 p.m.
Incident: Medical assist.
Synopsis: Staff member at Public
Safety Front Gate having difficulty breathing and transported
to Kaiser Hospital; referred to
Human Resources.
04/05/11
12:43 p.m.
Incident: Information only.
Synopsis: Failure to comply with
RA in More Hall; referred to
Community Life.
04/05/11
6:39 p.m.
Incident: Illegal dumping.
Synopsis: Boxes filled with trash
scattered near SMC fire gate near
De La Salle & Ageno C parking
lots; referred to Community Life.
04/05/11
7:11 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle collision.
Synopsis: Auto v. auto (non injury) in Po.st Office parking lot;
referred to Loss Prevention.

s

Calendar

Coffeehouse
Tuesday, April 12
8:00 p.m. -11~00p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Reuben. Greenwald
x4704
Music in the Quad
Wednesday, April 13
12;40 p.m. ~ 2:10 p.m.
Ferroggiaro Quad
Contact .Reuben Greenwald

.11:4704
Workerts Appreciation BBQ

Wednesday, April 13
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
l)rydenHall
ContactJoan Iva Fawcett

x8317
BSU Career Panel
Wednesday, April. 13
8:00 p.m. ·9:00 p.m.
Intercultural Center
Contact Christine Oh

x4354
The Lounge

Thursday, April 14
7:00 p.m. - 11:59 p.m.
Hagerty Lounge
Contact .Briana Ohene

x8317
Latina Alumni Panel
Thursday, April 14
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Soda Center
Contact Denise Witzig

x4706
Learn Bow to Make a Tam.al
Thursday, April 14
7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact Briana Warner

x4704
GSA Career Panel

Tuesday, Aprll26
8:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.
In.tercultural Center
Contact Christine Oh,
04/06/11
10:15 p.m.
Incident: Disturbance/verbal
disrespect to College officials.
Synopsis: Resistance of Moraga Police in Assumption Halltransported to County Hospital;
referred to Community Life &
Moraga Police.

x4354.

04/06/11
4:50 p.m.
Incident: Damage to College
property.
Synopsis: Broken window from
soccer ball in De La Salle Lawn
and Hall; referred to Community
Life and Facilities Services.
04/07 /11
7:45 p.m.
Incident: Student handbook violation & medical assist.
Synopsis: Intoxicated underage
student (no transport) & marijuana paraphernalia in De La
Salle Hall; referred to Student
Conduct.

event at:
smccollegian@gmail.com
or call for more lnfonnation:
(925) 631-4279
Sorry, but. due to space
limitations we cannot list
in4ividttaldub meetin s.
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President Brother Ronald discusses
Saint Mary's effect on Bay Area economy
bv Hannah Kovach
Staff Writer

On Thursday, March 31, civic
and community leaders gathered
at the Veteran's Memorial Building in Lafayette, where the President of Saint Mary's College
of California, Brother Ronald
Gallagher, gave a special State
of the College address.
Among those who attended
the event were "the mayor and
town manager of Moraga, members of local chambers of commerce and the Contra Costa
Council, and representatives of
the offices of state Senator Mark
DeSaulnier, Representative Joan
Buchanan and Congressman
John Garamendi."
Brother Ronald stated that
Saint Mary's is "a major driver
in the economic, educational and
social fabric of the East Bay and
beyond ," and cited some figures
to support his point. He emphasized that over 17,000 alumni of

Saint Mary's College of California live in the East Bay, that Saint
Mary 's is " the only Bay Area
school to be listed on the President 's Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll with
Distinction ," and though the
recession has hit colleges hard,
Saint Mary's has weathered it
spectacularly. He then mentioned that Saint Mary's will
be "seeking more federal aid
and foundation support, as
well as funding for internships
and work-study programs ,"
and stated that he wanted Saint
Mary's to be competitive in both
the academic and sports arenas.
Brother Ronald also took this
opportunity to inform the audience that Saint Mary's submitted
an application to be one of the
places the Presidential debates
would be held. Saint Mary's,
as of now, is one of the top 12
finalists to host a 2012 Presidential debate.

Would you like

The Collegian
to be delivered to your inbox?
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Worker appreciation film brings more
recognition to custodians and their work
Film shows everyday hidden wisdom seen only through their perspectives
bll Somel Jammu
Staff W riter

"There will be no end to the
troubles of states, or indeed ... of
humanity itself, till philosophers are
kings in this world, or till those we
now call kings and rulers really and
truly become philosophers..."
Spoken by a true philosopher,
Plato's words echoed strongly during the Worker Appreciation Film
Showing of Philosopher Kings on
Wednesday in Hagerty Lounge. The
documentary, directed by Patrick
Shen and shown as part of De La
Salle Week,
showcased
the lives of
eight custodians working
at prestigious
universities,
while also
capturing the
everyday, hidden wisdom
seen only
from their
perspectives.
For Jim Evener, a veteran
of the Vietnam Warand
current janitor at Cornell
University, he
ha s learned
more in h is
years serving

others than he had going to school.
Melinda Augustus reflected on
the beauty she has seen and realized
by working where she does now, in
the museum wing at the University
of Florida. But when it comes to
dealing with the lack of recognition
and appreciation of those that work
behind the scenes, the conversation
always ends relatively quickly for
Augustus once a person finds out
what position she is employed in at
the university.
After the film and a group discussion over a dinner of fajitas,

the conversation continued as five
real-life heroes currently employed
at Saint Mary's formed a panel to
answer questions and talk about
their experiences. Fernando Garcia,
a worker at Cafe Louis, loves the fact
that he can be there for students,
and says that the students provide
him with motivation - motivation
and inspiration to continue working
hard and hopefully achieve his own
dreams one day.
"I love you guys," he chuckled at
the end of the night. "The professors...that's another story."

Max Crowell/ COLLEGIAN
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Foo Fighters are a true 'garage' band
Dave GrohTand company flourish with their grungy new album
bv Brvant West
Editor-in-Chief

Despite all their recent success and their many awards, the
Foo Fighters recorded their newest album, Wasting Light, in singer
Dave Grohl's garage. Perhaps
other rock bands should take that
rather simplistic page out of the
Foos' playb

0

0

k '

because
not
only
does Wasting

.......~--~--

Photo courtesy of rev967.com

Light

s o u n d
completely
polished, it
is also an
incredible
album.
Grohl,
former
Nirvana
drummer,
headlines
the
successful
grunge
rock band
that is best

"known for "Learn to Fly," "Everlong" and 18-weeks-straight-billboard-topping "The Pretender."
All six of the band's previous albums received Grammy nominations, and three of them-including Echoes, Silence, and Patience &
Grace-won Best Rock Album.
Yet, fame apparently hasn't tainted the Foos' dedication to their
roots. Not only was Wasting Light
recorded in a garage using only
analog equipment, but it was
also produced by Butch Vig (who
mixed Nirvana's famous Nevermind). It's a fine line to dance
along between modern and nostalgic, but Wasting Light manages
it with ease.
For all their fame and fortune,
the Foos manage to both stay true
to their roots and still explore
their musical range. The album
opens with "Bridge Burning," a
serious grunge-metal masterpiece
of a song and molds into a calmer
singalong anthem in "Rope." It
mixes the two in "These Days,"
in which Grohl offers an al-

most corny acceptance of death:
"One of these days, the ground
will drop out from beneath your
feet ... yeah, it's alright ... " before
screaming, "Easy for you to say,
your heart has never been broken .. . " and rebelling again his
own lyrics. Grohl, who readily
admits that former Nirvana singing star Kurt Cobain was a huge
influence on his songwriting, is
an extremely gifted writer and it
shows in every song on Wasting

The Foo Fighters have offered
up a gem with Wasting Light, a
grunge rock masterpiece. It is
slightly ironic that Grohl opens
the album by screaming "These
are my famous last words ... "hopefully they won't be, because
the Foos are anything but decaying with age.
Grade: A
Download: "Bridge Burning"
and "These Days"

Light.

TV on the Radio keeps it funky
Nine Types of Light shows group's growth and style
bVThomasvo
Staff Writer

TV on the Radio
Nine Types of Light

It's been three years since the
last TV on the Radio album, Dear
Science. The critically acclaimed,
genre-bending, experimental indie group has given us listeners
many great albums throughout

the last decade. But how will an
older, more mature TV on the Radio fare in this new decade?
This album, Nine Types of
Light, roughly marks the group's
tenth birthday. That being said,
it is a more mature, but less experimental TV on the Radio than
before. Although they are still
genre-bending, most of the songs
revolve around a funk-soul-indie
core. The lyrics are smart, yet
catchy as in prior releases, though
this album does have an overarching theme of songs about love,

perhaps reflecting the members'
transformation into middle-aged
men, ready to settle down.
"Second Song" starts out the
album with a mid-tempo funky
ode to music. The line "I'll defend
my love forever" sets up this motif
of love for the album. "Keep Your
Heart" furthers this interpretation
with a soft, almost poppy summer
song for lovers. With an insanely
catchy guitar riff, this is one of
those hummable songs that just
feels good. Another highlight of
the album is "Will Do," which
starts out with the lyrics "It might
be impractical I To seek out a new
romance. " However, the song
chorus responds with "Anytime
will do I My love I Anytime will
do I What choice of words will
take me back to you?" Instead of
a summer song for lovers, this is a
song for those still searching.
One track, "New Cannonball
Run," has an almost Maroon 5
feel to it - pop-funk mixed with
a catchy chorus. There's also a
thumping bass line, which is similar to a slowed-down electronic
dance riff. Finally, just when you
think all the songs are going to be
on the quieter, softer side, the last
song of the album, "Caffeinated
Consciousness," amps up the guitar and adds in harsher vocals. Although still on the light side, this
song definitely shows off the rock
element of this band.
Nine Types of Light represents a
different side of TV on the Radio
that we may not be used to, one
that sounds almost content with
itself, and ready to settle down.
While this may not be their most
ambitious or sonically diverse album, Nine Types of Light is still a
joy to listen to.
Grade: ADownload: "Will Do"

STELLAR REPUTATION. DYNAMIC PROGRAMS.
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Paul Simon's new album is So Beautiful
Classic singer-songwriter still charms fans after all these years
by Alexis Revnoso
Staff Writer

Paul Simon
So Beautiful or So What

"Truth or lie, the silence is revealing I An empty sky, a hidden
mound of stone I But the CAT
scan's eye sees what the heart's
concealing I Now-a-days, when
everything is known I Maybe
love's an accident, or destiny is

true I But you and I were born
beneath a star of dazzling blue."
Paul Simon, longtime songwriting legend, is set to release his
latest album this week, entitled
So Beautiful or So What. Simon
has had a long and prosperous musical career, so many of
his existing fans are skeptical
about whether his latest release
will live up to the songs of his
younger days.
Fortunately, there is no
need to worry. So Beautiful or
So What is an amazing album
from start to finish, full of lively

and intriguing rhythms as well
as heartfelt, meaningful lyrics.
For something that sounds so
lively, a free Simon hits on a lot
of deep issues such as God, humanity, war and finding love in
the world.
The lyrical content, however, does not keep each song
from being undeniably catchy.
Each song perfectly captures the
nature of Paul Simon and his
musical ability, from the variety of instruments and rhythms
we longtime fans have come to
expect from his music, to the

lyrical poetry he brings to every song. There is no denying
that this album and the songs
on it deserve to be remembered
alongside some of his greatest
hits such as "Hearts and Bones,"
"Me and Julio Down by the
School Yard," and "You Can
Call Me Al."
If you are so unfortunate that
you have not yet heard of Paul
Simon, do yourself a favor and
go listen to his work now. Even
if you only listen to hip-hop or
rap, remember that even Kid
Cudi has the good sense to listen

to Paul Simon. Cudi converted
one of Simon's old songs "50
Ways to Leave Your Lover" in a
hip-hop remix called "50 Ways
to Make a Record" which showcased Simon singing the chorus.
Basically, there is no reason you
should not at least give his new
album So Beautiful or So What a
listen. I sincerely doubt you will
be disappointed.
Grade: A+
Download: "Getting Ready
for Christmas Day" and "So
Beautiful or So What"

16-year-old assassin worth seeing in Hanna
Stellar acting, solid soundtrack and captivating plot make action flick a success
bVThomasvo
Staff Writer

Take an Oscar-nominated
16-year-old, give her super assassin skills, and place her into
a Bourne Identity-style plot and
you will end up with the basic
idea for Hanna. Although the action movie formula seems easy,
serious action films are hard to
come by. Hanna is a good attempt at creating an action film
with some soul, but it also falls
short in some respects.
Hanna follows its title character (Saoirse Ronan) as she attempts to assassinate Marissa
(Cate Blanchett), a United States
intelligence agent. Hanna has
been trained by her father, Erik
(Eric Bana), to be the ultimate
killer. However, this training has
secluded her to the forest, where
she has not seen another human
besides her father for nearly all
of her life. Hanna is ultimately a
coming of age story, albeit one

with more blood and violence
than normal.
In the opening scene of the
film, Hanna hunts a deer. She
shoots it with an arrow and chases it down. Just before she kills
the deer, she tells it that she has
"Just missed your heart." This
sentiment drives the film: the
idea that she has not experienced
the real world, a world full of not
only violence, danger, and death
but also full of music, friendship,
and love. What is at first her father's plan, ultimately becomes
someilillig 'Hanna must figure
out on her own. As the tagline
says, she must "Adapt or Die."
The acting is great all around.
Ronan's ability to switch from
sweet innocent girl to deadly
killer in a matter of seconds was
convincing. Blanchett's portrayal
of Marissa made her the heartless government agent that you
love to hate. Finally, Bana plays
the role of father, which was not
necessarily the most engaging

character, but fine nonetheless.
Although Hanna had great
acting, the visuals were what
drove this film. They were not
necessarily action sequences, but
rather well imagined and beautiful scenes. This is both one of its
highlights and one of its downfalls. There is a lot of deep imagery in the scenes, but there is
not much plot or storyline to go
along with them. However, on
the whole there is enough interest to keep the viewer entertained.
A key aspect of this film was
its soundtrack. Scored by The
Chemical Brothers, an electronic duo from England, the music
follows a similar modern take
to movie scores as seen in The
Social Network {Trent Reznor)
and Tron: Legacy (Daft Punk).
The soundtrack was great music; I found myself humming
the chase scene song all the
way home, but it also distracts
the viewer at times. It is a loud,

bass-driven score, one that can
dominate a scene if not used judiciously. Although it was good
music, I'm not sure it worked
for all the scenes.
Hanna was an interesting
take on the spy versus spy formula. Perhaps taking cues from

Kick-Ass' "Hit-Girl", Ronan
shows that there should be less
Hannah Montanas and more
Hannas. While not perfect by
any means, Hanna is worth seeing.

Grade: B

Have You Heard?
Childish Gambino
by Jazo Moises
Staff Writer

Turn on NBC at 8 p.m. on
Thursdays, and you're likely to
find Donald Glover playing exfootball superstar Troy Barnes on
the sitcom Community. What you
may not know about Glover is
that in addition to portraying an
ex-football superstar, he is a music making machine.
Donald Glover was born in
Southern California, but moved
to Georgia when he was young.
He graduated from college at
New York University with a degree in dramatic writing. He
started writing for Tina Fey's
sitcom 30 Rock, and in 2009, he
joined the cast of Community.
Glover has been involved
with numerous side projects. He
spends time doing standup comedy, which landed him a special
on Comedy Central. He also
DJs and produces his own music
under the pseudonym "Childish

Gambino." In 2008, Childish
Gambino released his first mixtape, "Sick Boi", and in 2010, he
released "Culdesac," which takes
many elements from mainstream
hip-hop and indie music. One
song, "Do Ya Like," features a
sample from British singer-songwriter Adele's song "Melt my
Heart to Stone." "Do Ya Like"
features a fast-paced rhythm and

smart lyrics that borrow from the
world of pop culture.
From the television screen to
the iPod screen, Donald Glover's
creativity shines through. With
his playful lyrics and addictive
beats, his music is perfect for
those who want to get into an exciting mood.

~ou Knew We Had The Brawn...

Download: "Do Ya Like"

But Check Out These Bra\ns •
Friday, May 4th
12:40- 2:10 pm
Soda Center
Submission URL: http://www.stmarys-ca.edu/academics/
student-research-poster-se sion/index.html
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OPiNioN
Military pay
should be
guaranteed

ASSMC election code too vague, clarity needed
Unclear definitions and rules create chaotic student election environment
bv Thomas Morgan

bvleahHems
Staff Writer

,,..,ms past Friday, blame was
.1. flung across party lines, from
both the left and the right, as a
complete shutdown of government
inched closer towards becoming a
reality.
Dick Durbin (D), accused Republicans of being "unfair" for attempting to include cuts to the Title XI
program as if they were "essential,"
in the words of Durbin. Durbin further implicated Republicans for being
negligent in their "focus on deficient
reduction and cutting spending."
In response, Jeff Sessions (R)
pointed to the Republican party's
protest of Obama's infamous bailout
of the financial sector and the health
care bill he helped pass; Republicans
condemned Obama for both of these
issues because he did them despite
the growing national deficit-which
was a fiscal nightmare well before the
bailout and healthcare reform.
Although a sufficient and consensual fiscal budget may not be created
in the near future, the total government shutdown that was averted
last week brings up a serious issue.
So just what is this lesson? It is this:
regardless of our government shutting down or remaining in operation,
our military personnel should never
be denied the money they earn while
protecting our country.
Even if Republicans and Democrats cannot agree on a fiscal budget,
everyone should have the common
sense to recognize that a failure to
provide our military with their paycheck is unacceptable. Such a hit to
their morale can have deleterious
effects on our nation; thus, military
payments should be guaranteed
- even if there is a government
shutdown.
In early 2008, the Department
of Defense reported that there were
820installmentsofU.S. armed forces
in at least 135 countries. On March
19 Obama added Libya to that list,
another country ravaged by unrest.
The typical Marine recruit is nineteen years old, while the average age
of the active duty force is 28. Every
day, these young men and women
enter areas dominated by chaos,
risking their mortality. Each day,
our troops serve us and our country
tenaciously. They do so voluntarily
and ask us for little in return.
To withhold the already dismal
paychecks that our military has rightfully earned is simply ungrateful. By
doing so, we are essentially telling
the troops that we appreciate their
willingness to die for us, but cannot
afford to give them the paychecks
that will cover their expenses. What
motivation does any young person
have when they know that at any
given moment the very government they defend might act against
them? Any hint of a lack of government approval can bring down the
morale of the troops; this can then
lead to a decrease in the passion
these young men and women have
to protect those home and abroad.
While I'm not advocating to cease
dialogue about current issues, I am
suggesting that we must support
our troops even if we cannot agree
amongst ourselves.

Assistant Opinion Editor

l\ Jfost Saint Mary's

students
about their days blissfully unaware of the intricacies of the
Associate Students of Saint Mary's
College (ASSMC). Student political
participation on this campus has
reached a dismal low. Save for the
two candidates running for ASSMC
president-Damaris Nielson and
Isaac Morton-each executive team
office is running unopposed.
The lack of student interest has led
to a culture of confusion and misunderstanding in ASSMC and Student
Involvement and Leadership. SIL is
the division of the school administration that oversees ASSMC. This is
to say nothing about the quality of
people working in SIL and ASSMC.

.lV.I.go

They are all good people working in
a system plagued by disinterest and
defined by under-participation.
The ASSMC student elections
highlighted the culture that reigns
over SIL and ASSMC all too well.
Policies and rules are often left
unwritten, and when they are written, they are poorly defined. This
has left both candidates and regulators confused about what ASSMC
and SIL prohibit during the student
elections. Often candidates have to
rely on verbal instruction from SIL
and ASSMC officials. In fact, much
of the student election process relies
on verbal instruction from SIL leadership. Candidates and observers
wishing to draft complaints find
themselves unable to cite the rule
they believe has been violated.

ASSMC prohibition against "slander" is a perfect example of an unwritten edict by the student governing
body. While ASSMC prohibits the
slandering of an opposing candidate
at any point during the election, this
prohibition appears nowhere in the
ASSMC Election Code or Bylaws.
Like many prohibitions at Saint
Mary's, what constitutes slander
is also not formally defined. These
vague prohibitions are typical of the
Election Bylaws for the ASSMC;
unfortunately, this sometimes leads
to skewed enforcement.
Nevertheless, each candidate
knows they may not slander their
opponent and is verbally told what
not to do. Slander is taken very
seriously by the ASSMC Election
Commission.

Any legitimate functioning institution must have written and clearly
defined rules. Laws, rules, and regulations, and appropriate access thereof,
are the cornerstone of modem society. But I asked myself when I sat
down to write this article, how I can
blame ASSMC and SIL when it is us
the students who are really to blame?
If more students at Saint Mary's
College participated and showed
interest, bothASSMC and SIL could
not continue to operate with unclear
and arbitrary rules. Our student leaders in ASSMC want to make change,
but most are overworked; in short,
writing rules is last on their agenda.
If we, the students, want clarity it is
up to us to not only demand it, but to
help make it happen. After all, isn't
that what democracy is all about?

Pastor Jones crosses the line with Qur'an burning
Freedom of religion a fundamental right and cornerstone of American values
bv Krvsll Worthen
Staff Writer

astor Terry Jones followed
through on his threat to bum
a Qur'an on Sunday, March 20 at a
church in Gainesville, Florida. Pastor
Jones was the man behind the Qur'an
burning that was supposed to happen
on September 11. Heplanneditinorder to protest the Islamic center being
built near Ground Zero. Luckily, this
event did not take place.
However, he followed through
with his threats later.
Jones and fellow members of
the church put the Qur'an on trial,
as if it were a person. Jones served
as the judge and along with twelve
"jurors," overheard arguments from

P

a prosecuting attorney and a defense
lawyer, all with about thirty members
of the community in the audience of
the mock trial.
This trial took six hours as the
judge and jury decided that the
Qur'an does, in fact, promote violence, and found it guilty. They
soaked the Qur' an in kerosene for an
hour and then burned it. Although
Jones himself did not bum it, because
he was the actingjudge in the trial, fellow pastor Wayne Sapp did the deed.
In response to this burning in
Florida, protests and violence have
broken out in Afghanistan. Protests
took place outside the UN building
and seven UN workers were killed
shortly after the news spread of the

burning. Since then, almost 30 people
have been killed in violent protests in
Afghanistan, including two policemen. Protestors also burned an effigy
of President Obama last week.
Although violence towards innocent UN members and other Americans is not the way to handle this
situation, burning the Qur'an was,
as President Obama stated, "an act
of extreme intolerance and bigotry."
The great thing about this country is
that we have so many freedoms, and
freedom of religion is emphatically
one of them. In fact, it was a freedom
the United States was founded on.
If those at Dove World Outreach
Center, where Jones is a pastor, don't
agree with the beliefs and ideals of

Islam, then that is their prerogative.
No one is forcing them to believe in
Islam or to read the Qur'an.
However, they have no right to
burn Islamic religious texts. It's
not their Holy Book, and I'm sure
if a group of Muslims burned the
Bible, Pastor Jones wouldn't feel
very happy.
Although there is freedom of
speech and freedom of expression
in our country, anything you do or
say infringes on the rights of others,
and that's where the line should be
drawn. Terry Jones should have kept
the promise he made after 9I11 not
to bum any Qur'ans; he crossed the
line and has ignited an unnecessary
controversy.

Apathy for tragedy creates Invisible Children
Organization works to raise awareness about LRA Ugandan child soldiers
bV Brian Shaw
Contributing Writer

I

t's easy to look away from
tragedy. Ignoring the problem
is easy; at least this is what most
of us tell ourselves - as we turn
quickly to look away.
This apathetic sensibility towards
tragedy becomes easier to do when
we don't know the pain, or if the
pain is far away-as is the case with
the invisible child-soldiers in Darfur.
This is why a group of concemedanti-apathetic-individuals created
Invisible Children: To raise awareness of the travesties currently being
committed in Africa.
Ironically, however, the group's
name - which is meant to represent the nameless and faceless child
soldiers of the Lord's Resistance
Army, or LRA- and their mission
to raise awareness about the situation in Darfur are still unknown
to many.
The Invisible Children, which
began around 2003, is an organization that fights to protect African
children from being abducted by the
LRA. The practice of child abduction began when the LRA, a rebel
force fighting the popularly elected
Ugandan government, started to
lose the support of their followers
and required able replacements.

However, the LRA quickly found
a way to replace these followers:
they abduct children and conscript
them into military service. From a
young age, these abducted children
are brutally abused; this abuse
molds them into perfect unquestioning soldiers ready to die for the
LRA's leader, Joseph Kony.
These unrepresented children
have become known as the Invisible Children. While the Invisible
Children organization began only
for the protection of the commuter
children of Uganda at risk of being
abducted, the organization is always
growing and changing for the better.
Currently, members of Invisible Children are taking a more
active role in defending the lives
of potential kidnap victims, as the
LRA has fled Uganda. Additionally, Invisible Children now funds
educational programs that provide
schooling for many deserving and
dedicated students; prior to these
educational programs, most of the
children currently benefiting from
them would not receive a basic
education.
Run, led and acted on by concerned people, Invisible Children is
one of the youngest run non-profit
organizations out there today. They
function with the knowledge that
we are busy people, lacking time

and money; they give us opportunities to open ourselves in whichever
way we can. So no matter your

situation, you should try to open
yourself to Invisible Children, because they need to be seen.

•

Storage unit rentals 24 hours a day from our kiosk.

•
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•

State of the Art Video Surveillance and Door Alarms

•

Call today to reserve your storage unit!

our live help line to rent from our Kiosk anytime.

CENTRAL SELF STORAGE
3330 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA 94549
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Defense key in men's lacrosse victories
Gaels dominate Pacific Lutheran, San Jose State
bv Krvsta wonhen
Staff Writer

The Gaels had a commanding
win over Pacific Lutheran University this past Thursday when
they beat the Lutes 19-7. The
Gaels won the first faceoff and
then moved the ball around the
attack with Jim Castilone scoring
a quick first goal for the Gaels. At
halftime the Gaels were leading
by a score of 9-2, with Matthew
Jaber and Daniel Podesta adding
to Castilone's goals.
The Lutes came back ready
in the third quarter and scored
two quick goals, but the Gaels
answered back with a goal from

Chris Ruez and Jeffrey Logan
Magness to take a 14-4 lead. The
Lutes again came back with a
goal at the beginning of the fourth
quarter but the Gaels scored three
goals shortly after, Castilone with
two and Christian Skuce with one.
Freshman Sean Chacon came in
with a solid goal towards the end
of the game to further solidify the
lead. Goalie James Plasencia had
a phenomena] game and Andrew
Rax finished up the game with
some strong saves.
The Gaels posted their second
win of the week, this time versus
San Jose State on Saturday, beating
the Spartans 7-2. At the end of the
first quarter the Gaels were leading
3-1. In the second quarter Blake

Pryor showed his skills with two
goals against the Spartans and at
halftime the Gaels led 5-2.
The second half was slower
paced and more defense oriented
as both goalies fought off tough
shots. Saint Mary's kept the ball
on their side of the field and maintained control for the majority
of the second half. San Jose attempted to close the gap but goalie
Andrew Hax's tough defense did
not allow anything into the net.
Defender Basilios Sotiropulos was
a great help to Rax as he got the
ball out of the defensive end and
transitioned it down to the attack.
Castilone had an exciting goal at
the end of the fourth to capitalize
the win over the Spartans.

WLACROSSE:
Gaels to face national power Duke
continued from page 8

Men's Rugby drops tough loss to Cal

East Bay rivalry goes to UC Berkley 60-34
bV Krvsta Wonhen
Staff Writer

The Gaels could not come up
with a win against the Cal Bears
Sunday on the Rugby pitch, falling
60-34 at home.
Saint Mary's kicked in a goal
between the posts to take a quick 3-0
lead. The Bears answered quickly
with a 3-point kick, tying the game.
The Gaels had a great run towards
the try zone, but Cal stopped them
and ran it down to score the first try
of the game. Throughout the half,
both teams went back and forth and
ended up in scrums as they tried to
advance towards the try zone. After
a Bears' acquisition of a loose ball,
the two teams entered into another
scrum where the Gaels were sue-

cessful in coming out with the ball
and scored another try, tying the
game at 15-15 with five minutes left
in the half.
Cal answered again with another
try and retook the lead at 27-15 to
end the first half. The Bears dominated the beginning of the second
half, scoring a quick try and expanding their advantage. A scrum then
lead to a Cal possession and another
try, and then a Cal interception of a
Saint Mary's pass allowed them to
score again, widening their lead to
53-15. The Gaels found their spot
and scored two quick tries back-toback, trying to close the gap, but it
was to little to late as Cal expanded
their lead at 60-29 and never looked
back. Saint Mary's had one last try,
but couldn't come back, and fell 3460 to the rival Bears.

BASEBALL: UC Davis, Santa Clara up next
continued from page 8

Sunday afternoon's game
came down to late heroic hitting from Sophomore Patrick
Wisdom who blasted a three-run
shot in the seventh inning to lift
Saint Mary's to a 6-5 victory over
the Dons. Starting pitcher Kyle
Barraclough extended his winning streak to three games after
pitching a solid 116 pitches and

Courtesy smcgaels.com

Sophomore Jillian Chong had four goals in a 21·12 Joss to UC Davis and added one goal in a 16·10 Joss to Oregon
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SPORTS THIS
WEEK

Baseball:
- Tue. " UC Davis
- Fri. vs Santa Clara 3:00 p.m.
- Sat. vs Santa Clara I :00 p.m.
- Sun. vs Santa Clara I :00 p.m.

in the second half to bring her
total to four with Mahoney also
contributing a goal.
On Sunday, the Gaels said
farewell to their three seniors in
a match against the University of
Oregon. Lauren Lahey, Hannah
Rooke, and Ciara Breckenridge
all played their final home game
of their lacrosse careers to the
tune of a bittersweet loss to the
Ducks, 16-10.
The weekend's second match
played out similarly to the first,
where the Gaels maintained a
close score for a time but eventually ran out of gas. The visiting
Oregon squad set the pace for
the majority of the first half bl.it
Saint Mary's made its effective
runs and had the score at 5-3
with a minute remaining in the
first half. The decisive point of
the game came when Mahoney
had a breakaway opportunity and
the opposing goalie out of position. Her shot was unexpectedly
stopped with 51 seconds to go but
with fifteen seconds remaining,
Oregon punched in a breakaway
opportunity of their own to extend the lead to 6-3 at the half.
The teams essentially traded
goals throughout the second half,
with the Gaels unable to cut the
lead closer than a few scores.
Saint Mary's will play its final
three games of the season on the
east coast, beginning next weekend in Durham, North Carolina
against Duke before traveling to
Rhode Island to take on Brown
University and finally to New
York to battle Marist University.
Men's Tennis:
- Sat. a San Francisco
- Sun. vs Idaho 11:00 a.m.
Womens Lacrosse:
- Sun.

·a

Duke

giving up just two earned runs.
The victory marks the first
time the Gaels have won the three
game series versus San Francisco
since 2004. They will next travel
to Davis on Tuesday to take on
the Aggies at 3:00 p.m. and then
will host Santa Clara in a three
game series starting Friday at
3:00 p.m. on Louis Guisto Field.

Need a Tutor?
Get one free at the
Tutorial and Academic Skills Center
Filippi Academic Hall, Room 190
Want to work as a
Tutor?
Get a job at the
Tutorial and Academic Skills Center
Email irpl@stmarys-ca.edu
PLAYER OF THE WEEK

Patrick Wisdom
Baseball
Sophomore infielder
Patrick Wisdom hit
2-4 with an RBI and a
run scored on Friday's
9-4 victory over USF
and then hit a threerun homerun to lift
the Gaels to a 6-5 win
over the Dons. Wisdom was also named
wee Player of the
Month for March.

Women's Tennis:
- Wed. " Stanford
Cross Country:
- Sat. '" UC Davis

Courtesy of smcgaels.com

Softball:
- Wed. ··" UC Berkley
- Sat. :'a Sacramento Stare
- Sun. a Sacamcnto State (Douhkheader)
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Women's
lacrosse loses
to UC Davis and
Oregon

Go Gaels!

12, 2on

Wisdom propels series win
Gaels et first series win a ainst San Francisco since 2004

Gaels fall to Ducks
on senior day
bVDJ.Bowen
Staff Writer

The Saint Mary's women's
lacrosse team entered the final
home series of the season still
in contention to participate in
the postseason. Unfortunately,
two league opponents ended the
Gaels' hopes this past week when
the home team lost matches
against the University of California at Davis on Wednesday and
Oregon on Sunday. Saint Mary's
record stands at 2-10 overall and
1-5 in Mountain Pacific Sports
Federation play.
Despite losing to the Aggies
by nine goals in Davis earlier
in the season, the Gaels took
control of the match by taking
a commanding 8-5 lead in the
final minute of the first half.
Sophomores Caroline Mahoney,
Mariah Walk, and Jillian Chong
and Junior Juliet Munroe all tallied a pair of scores in the first
half. However, this game was a
tale of two halves.
The visiting Davis squad
stormed out of the locker room
by going on a 10-2 run and never
gave up the lead for the remainder of the game. The final score
of 21-12 matched the same outcome as the previous matchup,
only this time the Gaels put up a
much more physical fight.
This week's version was nearly
even on free position shots,
clears, ground balls, and draw
controls, but the largest discrepancies came in the form of shots,
41-24 in favor of the Aggies, and
turnovers where Saint Mary's
committed ten more (26-16).
Goalkeeper Katie Worsdale
made 13 saves in the losing effort.
Chong added two more scores

WLACROSSE, p7

Courtesy of smcgaels.com

Sophomore Infielder Patrick Wisdom hit a three·run homerun in Sundays' victory over the University of San Francisco

bJ Trlslla llVIDDS
Staff Writer

The Saint Mary's Gaels(13-13,
1-1 WCC) traveled to San Francisco this past weekend, where
they faced rival University of San
Francisco Dons ( 14-1 7, 1-1 WCC).
On Friday, the Gaels put together
an eighth inning rally to scorch
the Dons 9-4, while on Saturday
the Gaels were shutout 1-0 but
then came back to win the third
game of the series 6-5 on Sunday

afternoon.
On Friday, the Gaels entered
the eighth inning down 4-0 and
Dons' starter Matt Lujan still
in the game doing all he could
to keep the Gaels off the board.
Saint Mary's then exploded for
nine late runs on seven hits and
three walks to take the lead for
good and eventually win 9-4.
Senior Justin Fazio opened the
eighth inning with a four pitch
walk. Junior Troy Channing then
singled and sophomore Brenden
Kalfus followed with a double
down to left field, scoring Fazio.

In the inning Kalfus, sophomore
Patrick Wisdom, junior Toby
DeMello, senior Michael Gastelum, junior Donald Collins, and
Channing all collected RBis as
the Gaels hit around their order.
Junior Mark Anderson (6-1)
earned his fourth straight win
after pitching another complete
game. He went nine innings, giving up four runs on nine hits, a
walk, and striking out five.
On Saturday, the Dons' Kyle
Zimmer (2-3) shutout the Gaels
as the Dons previaled 1-0. Saint
Mary's sophomore pitcher Mar-

tin Agosta (3-4) pitched good
enough to win going seven innings, giving up just the run on
seven hits and striking out eight,
but the Gaels offense was silent.
His only mistake of the night was
giving up an RBI single to second
baseman Jason Mahood in the
fourth inning.
The Gaels advanced a runner
to second base in the third, fifth,
seventh, and ninth innings, but
could not get the big hit to knock
them in.

BASEBALL, p7

Softball loses three to LMU, earns one· win in last game
Offense improves over weekend, but settles only for one victory over Lions
bV George Robles
Assistant Sports Editor

After the Gaels offense had
struggled the past seven games,
Saint Mary's finally got their
bats going against Loyola Marymount on the road - but it was
not enough to tame the Lions
as the Gaels would drop both
games on Saturday by scores of
5-8 in the morning matchup and
4-5 in the afternoon game. On
Sunday, the Gaels would lose the
first game 0-5 but finally earned
a win in the afternoon game by
a score of 3-1.
In game one on Saturday,
the Gaels took an early lead
in the third inning after a two
RBI double by Junior Michelle

Mounts to go up 3-1, but the lead
would then slip away from Saint
Mary's after LMU scored three
runs in the fifth inning and four
runs in the sixth. The game gave
pitcher Brittany Linton her fifth
loss of the season after giving up
six earned runs.
In the second game, the Gaels
scored four runs including an
RBI single by Mandy Camuso in
the sixth inning after trailing by
four to tie the game. The comeback was spoiled in the bottom
of the seventh inning after a
walk-off homerun by the Lions
to defeat the Gaels 4-5. Camuso
went 2-2 in the game with one
RBI while Maryanne Cronin
adding three RBis.
Sunday's first game yet again
did not go well for the Gaels

as they would get shutout by
the Lions 0-5 . This loss handed
pitcher Jessica Lemmon to 0-6
on the season after she allowed
three earned runs over six and
one-third innings pitched.
The afternoon game went
much better for the Gaels as
they ended their losing streak
with a 3-1 win over the Lions.
Shortstop Rebecca Sabatini hit
a two-run homer in the fifth inning to help Saint Mary's earn
the victory.
After the weekend, the Gaels
record falls to 5-16 overall and
1-3 in PCSC play and will look
to improve in their next game
at UC Berkley on Wednesday
before heading north to battle
Sacramento State in a four game
series over the weekend.

Courtesy smcgaels.com

Sophomore Megan Smith had a homerun in the first game verus the Lions.

